
I was blessed to live in Russia for 15 years with complete 

freedom to share the Gospel in Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia. Scores came to know the Lord and over 

100,000 Bible courses were completed. This has been the 

highlight of my prison ministry. To God be all of the glory. 
 

The COVID 19 virus has caused many people to think more 

about their future. There is an increased interest for those 

living behind prison walls, to think about their personal 

mortality and their desire to get right with God. They, 

along with many others, are re-evaluating --“What’s 

important in Life? What has eternal value? What’s 

temporal…. how quickly everything can be lost in a few 

moments including their lives. As a result of these 

questions---our enrollments have greatly increased, family 

members and friends continue to contact us requesting 

spiritual help for family or friends that are incarcerated. 

We are receiving over 500 new enrollments every month. 

We are so blessed with all of the opportunities to share 

the message of God’s “Love” and “Grace” through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I am so grateful for our “Dedicated Set Free Staff” and 

also, for the 120 wonderful volunteers who lovingly give 

of their time. They are a “priceless” blessing to all of us 

and also to the 4,000 plus inmates that are enrolled in our 

courses and that we minister to on a monthly basis. The 

volunteers are bringing “hope” to those who recognize 

their need for spiritual help and desire to change the 

painful direction of their life. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set Free Prison Ministries 

Rehabilitation by Regeneration 
If the Son Sets you free, you will be free indeed. John 8:36 

Since 1971 

Set Free Prison Ministries 
 Rehabilitation by Regeneration Est. 1971 

Giving thanks always for all 

things to God the Father in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.          

                  Ephesians 5:20 (NKJV) 

If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. John 8:36 

PO Box 5440 Riverside CA 92517 pwsetfree@aol.com 1-951-729-5499 www.setfreeprisonministries.org 

Thanksgiving Newsletter 2021 

We at Set Free would like to wish you a very blessed 

Thanksgiving.  
 

This is a special day in American history. The President of 

the United States, Abraham Lincoln, issued a proclamation 

setting apart the last Thursday of November "as a day of 

Thanksgiving and Praise" on April 1, 1864. For those of us 

who know the Lord, everyday our heart should overflow 

with Thanksgiving to the Lord.  

Time seems to be flying faster than normal and I do not 

think that it is all due to the aging process. Thanksgiving is 

upon us and Christmas is just around the corner and, before 

you know it, 2021 will be history and we will enter a New 

Year.  
 

Speaking of blessings, my greatest blessing for time and 

eternity, is to personally know our loving God who gave His 

Son to be my sinless substitute and pay for my sins on 

Calvary’s cross. How wonderful to be adopted into His family. 

 

 

 

Sharing the Gospel has been my life’s greatest passion since 

the day of my salvation. God placed this desire in my heart. 

I will be forever grateful to the Lord for my salvation and His 

leading me in to the prison ministry. I never dreamed that 

the Lord would open prison doors into Russia and 

Kazakhstan which had been tightly closed to the Gospel for 

over 70 years. But with God all things are possible. 

Behold what manner of love the Father 

has bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the children of God. (I John 3:1) 

Dear Friends: 

mailto:pwsetfree@aol.com
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Set Free Prison Ministries is devoted to reaching the 

lost for Christ for those in prisons all over the country. 

John 8:36 states, “So if the Son sets you free you will be 

free indeed.” I was first introduced to Set Free Prison 

Ministries during our senior Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

at Magnolia Church in Riverside, California. Phil & 

Serena Wagner presented their ministry, its history and 

goals. I realized that this would be a great opportunity 

for service, one which I have enjoyed since the summer 

of 2019. One of my favorite duties is searching for 

verses that will encourage, instruct, and challenge 

them. I see my role as the one that can help them to 

grow in the knowledge and faith of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and to grasp “how wide and long and deep is the 

love of Christ” (Ephesian 3:18). God brings purpose and 

meaning to me as He allows me to interact with people 

through these studies…...people I would never 

encounter otherwise. I thank God for allowing me to 

experience this miracle of changing lives for eternity. 

Please continue to pray for a rich harvest of souls and new 

names written in glory. Please also pray Lord’s continued 

blessing and His provision to meet our escalating financial 

needs. Thank you in advance and, once again, we want to 

wish you a very blessed and happy Thanksgiving. 

Because He lives 

 

Phil Wagner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Serving God with Set Free 

 

 

 

 

 

By Emily Veil / Set Free Volunteer 
Giving Thanks 

 

We at Set Free are filled with gratitude for the Lord’s 

unwavering “Faithfulness” over the past 50 plus years.  

What a blessings to send out many thousands of Bible 

courses, Bibles, devotionals, Christian books and 

pamphlets etc. into hundreds of prisons and jails across 

the United States. Set Free provides everything free of 

charge including mailing and return postage to over 4,000 

inmates. 

We are so thankful for each of you who partner with us 

in the furtherance of the Gospel, and for every prayer 

that proceeds to the “Throne of Grace” on behalf of this 

ministry. We are so grateful to the Lord for His loving 

people who financially support “Set Free”. This keeps us 

operational, the Gospel flowing, and lives being 

wonderfully changed for time and eternity. 

 

             You are making a difference! 

for Set Free’s 120 Volunteers. 
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When I came to jail I was facing 83 months in prison. I confessed all of my sins. I 

started to read the Bible every day. I also started to do these Bible courses. Then 

I started a daily Bible study group with some of the guys. I received word that I 

would be getting out and put on probation. I told the guys that "God can do 

amazing things" because look what He has done for me!! Thank you God and 

thank you Set Free for these studies.     Jason/ Larned, Kansas  

Thank you for the recent lesson. WOW! I must say 

that I really enjoyed this course. It gave me 

assurances and reassured me that no matter how 

difficult the challenges are in life, God will always 

be there with me and bring His joy to the situation 

and to me. There is nothing too hard for God. As a 

kid I remember playing with a magnifying glass, 

held it to a plastic bottle and burned a hole through 

it. Light in its own way is very powerful when 

focused…. we have laser beams that when focused 

can cut through a steel pipe. In Matthew 5:16 Jesus 

said, “ let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven.” If natural light can have that 

great of an impact when focused how much more 

of an impact can we have if we focus our lives in 

Christ and allow His light to shine. 

Deleon/ Henrico, Virginia 

Thank you so much for the 

New Testament book that 

you sent me. It is a great 

way to learn God’s word. I 

like how it has tips on “how” 

to study the Bible. These 

Bible studies have been a 

great learning experience 

and I enjoy them.  

Laura/ Aliceville, Alabama 

 

Thank you for this study. It opened my eyes to a lot of things 

such as accepting my faults and realizing that Jesus is the only 

One Who can save me.     Michelle/ Goodyear, AZ 

 

After doing and completing this lesson, I must say that, “I 

am so thankful for this Bible course and to learn about how 

Jesus sacrificed his life for our sins and God forgives our sins 

through Him.” Amazing!! Thank you, Jesus! Thank you and 

the brothers and sisters who donate their time and 

knowledge to help people like myself to learn God’s way and 

apply to my life. Darm / Blythe, CA   

 

First, I would like to thank God for His saving grace!! I also 

thank Him for me coming into contact with Set Free Prison 

Ministries!! Your Bible lessons have really given me some true 

understanding of the Scriptures. I thank all those people who 

take time to share God’s Word to prisoners like me. I want and 

hunger for God’s Word even more than ever. You all have truly 

been a real blessing to me.      Charles / Helena, GA 

 

I really like the Bible study courses. I am new to the Bible and I have a very 

difficult time understanding what it says. I have lived my entire life without Christ. 

I find it difficult to feel forgiven. The guilt is overwhelming and I have felt 

depressed. Being able to work through these Bible studies has made a difference 

and helps me out of my “down times.” I like to learn about something that will 

give me a new life. I have a lot of time left on my sentence, plenty of time to 

study. I want to use that time to change my life. I want that happiness and glow 

that I saw on some people’s face at a church service years ago. 

Thank you for helping me during a time that I felt I could not be helped. I will give 

it my best.     Dallas/ Moore Haven, Florida 

 Giving Thanks from Inmates 

I was in prison and you 

came to Me.   Matthew 25:36 



Page | 4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Today I received my second course,” Studies in Christian Living - Beginning a 

New Life.” You also sent me a beautiful gift ’'How to find God in the New 

Testament." I am very grateful for the courses that you are sending me. I have 

learned so much. I am thankful that God has given me the chance to be closer to 

Him through these courses. In this course I have learned that Jesus Christ is our 

gift from God to save us from our sins and death. 

I have learned that putting all my faith in Jesus I will have the strength to do 

God's will. God helps me to overcome temptations. By praying continuously I can 

confess all my sins and put all of my heart, and soul to loving Him. I am so happy 

to be a part of God's family. I received my new Bible and was so happy. I nearly 

cried when I got back to my cell. I love it so much. I love how it is written by God 

and that He has given me this book and to be a part of Set Free Ministries. 

I pray for everyone's safety and that my love for you guys at Set Free can be felt 

wherever you are at. I will always keep you guys in my prayers. Here is a verse 

that keeps me happy. I John 5:14, "And we are confident that He hears us 

whenever we ask for anything that pleases Him. And I always pray for God to 

keep us safe in His loving hands."  Christopher/ Seagoville, Texas 

The reason for this letter is that I wanted to thank you 

for the love of Christ that is in you. While on this present 

journey that I have found me in…..you have always been 

there and shown that love for me in many ways. From 

the very beginning when I first contacted you, for the 

wonderful Bible studies and how you encouraged me 

along the way and through each of the courses. Thank 

you for always blessing me at Christmas with a greeting 

card full of prayers. Thank you so much for the monthly 

devotional "Today in the Word". They always came on 

time. This devotional has ministered to me in so many 

ways on a daily basis. I have also shared this with another 

brother and he has been blessed by studying it. When I 

first contacted Set Free, I did not have a release date--I 

was sentenced to 53 years to life. Today by the grace of 

God I was found suitable for parole and should be getting 

released any day. Thank you so much for your prayers 

and courses.  

Jose/ San Luis Obispo, California 

I felt like I had been born again 

prior this course, but was not so 

sure. But now I’m totally sure 

because I accepted the Lord Jesus 

Christ as my Savior and my Lord. I 

now live for Him and cannot wait 

to spend eternal life with him. I 

also hope He guides my life to be 

better once released. I also hope 

and pray that He keeps me safe, so 

I can be with my family again. I 

miss them so much.      Dewey 

/Madison Heights, Virginia    

           Set Free Entered Its 
st 

year. 

All Gifts Are U.S. Income Tax Deductible. 

Donate Online is Available. https://www.setfreeprisonministries.org/give/ 

I want to thank God for putting lovely and kind 

people to help us prisoners. We were lost and 

confused. Thank you for helping me. God bless you. I 

here and now receive the Lord Jesus Christ as my 

Savior and Lord!!      Armando/ Blythe, California 

 

INMATES MADE 

PROFESSIONS OF FAITH. 

January through October 2021 

                We Thank God for You. 


